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Paddler Profile: Maxine Mead

Lives Tin: Savern, MO

real job: lawyer

Do you regularty attend a Piracy? | have paddled 3 faw
times with the Balttmore Pirates P'm hoping (o be abie
o gt put With them maore /egularly this season

Mumber of yeers paddling: (Off ard an, about 10 v=ars.

How did you get involved in.ses kayaking? | uses 1o
frave & Very shart, Fat plantic rec boat that | would bring
atong on sallbaat trips. Vanjoyed mucking abait in
that, and seon found myself wanting a boat that woulg
et i do micre, gnd go furibiar and faster, | bought &
half rec/ball ses keyak {s 12-foot Percepbion with one
Bublthead that could accommodate 3 dpray skirt],

cartended SK102, loved it and lesred o mach, bought
the Dalta. | have na dodbt that at least one more boat
b= prabaiily in my negr future.

Whai bosts do you paddie? Dellz Expedition, 14.5 feet,
green over white | alis biwnoa 15-faot Advanced Ele-
mantz Advanced Frams Expedition inflatable, but |
haven't used it in guite 2 while.

Rudder or skeg? The Delta bas a rudder. | don't abways
deploy it

Type paddie used: Eure. | am intrigued by the Greenland
patdles, thadgh,

Do you do mny other type of paddling besides saa
kiryakingT Mo

Do you regulary do any other outdoeor 2ctivities? | am
an avid bicyeliat {lomg distance, hike camping, bike com-
miiting, genatdl moseyving aboul, #te.], 1 alio hike

How often on sversge do you paddle between May snd
October? About once a week

Do 2ny winter paddiing? No. | dan't have the gear, and
e got s weird phobia about constaciing ciothing, e
pecially around my reck (F can't even weas tirieneck
sweaterl) 40 | cin't e mypself getming Into & drysult
amy time socn | -

Favorite local paddling location; During 2 mintvacation
b Piseks Hall, WA, ast summer, | poddied on il &est
Fork of Langtord Creek Beautiful)

Fawvorite CPA trip you've ever been on and why: |'ve anly
been on one | = lhe Practice Kaysk Camper on the
Patusent, lug Bay area to Sploe Treel, 1ast strmmer. 18
Wt 2 Tantastie intreduction to kayak camping, with a
great proup of peopls, | want to do more of that|

Coolest paddling trip you've ever been on anywhere 7 A
e years agoe | did 3 glilded trp Im the a)ligatar River
Mational Wildiife Refugs in North Caralina, Some of it
Wedd B PiaTToW Walst tralls, ducking under beerhanging
trze branches, some of it on mare open water. Beaut-
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ful and vatied plant life (masshe bald cypress treeg,
agquant fiowers| and turtles, snakes, birds —and we did
actizily encounter an alligstor!

Scariest/most dangerous trip/experience and why |
patdle aline most of the tme, and, aoutzly conicir
of my "advarced beginner” status, |tend to paddie very
conservatively, so | baven®t kad any Truly dangerous/
saty kayak experlences ('ve bheern subject to & few in
my past |ife on sailbests, fishing boats, and speed
boats. | Probabby the most f2nss e been Was npgoti-
ating the chactic swarm of baat raffic around Ego Alley
on 3 day when | paddiea from Trustun Park over to the
Maval Acadery. |was withing | had the “rear view mir-
ror” that § atach (o my eyeglissés when bicycling |

Future ucket et trip: Florida Leys mowanter; Adyran:
diacks in surmmer.

Thiree things you like most about paddling? I1'sa peace-
Ful; cpUiset, Bewd-Irnipach Wiy Lo enjoy nature; it's & win-
gerful way to mentafly de-stress, t's a Tantastic, whole-
brochy workput

What do you like about CPA? The peaple are the best -
frovyy frip lead=rs to instnectors to fellow poddizr whist
a great groun of fun 2nd supportve folks!

One urusual, non-padding thing other people find inter-
esting about you? | served 10 vears in the U5 Air
Force as a Qusskan Ingulst and Intelligence andlyst, hack
in'the Cald War daye. £
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