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Queen Anne to Solomons Island on the Pax 
By Ralph Heimlich 

The Patuxent River is my back yard, literally and figuratively.  I live in Howard 
County near where the Little, Middle and main channel of the Patuxent come to-
gether, but my heart’s backyard is the stretch from the once-bustling town of 
Queen Anne (just below Route 214) and the mouth of Maryland’s longest self-
contained river at Solomons Island.  A decade ago, I took my first sea kayaking 
trip with the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay on a week-long sojourn and first met 
some CPA members (Dick Rock and Mike Hamilton, safety boating for Atlantic 
Kayak).  With the development of the Patuxent Water Trail’s many paddle-in 
campsites, I’ve spent many weekends paddling and camping along the Pax’s 
shores. 
 
The fourth weekend in June was another chance to experience John Smith’s fifth 
“faire river” (See Robert De Gast, Five Fair Rivers: Sailing the James, York, Rap-
pahannock, Potomac, and Patuxent. Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995).  
Unless you have enough time to paddle back UP the river (easily done if you pay 
attention to the tides), you have to set up a shuttle to do the 50 miles of the navi-
gable lower river.  We had a complicated plan for cars coming from Virginia and 
Maryland to drop boats and gear at the launch site, travel down the peninsula that 
is Calvert County and park cars at the takeout, picking up one of our members on 
the way, all before our intended launch time of 9 AM.  Friday traffic and other tra-
vails put us off our schedule, but eventually we had three vehicles at the public 
beach lot opposite the Star of the Sea church, had picked up Dan Wells at his 
home in Calvert County and were squeezed into Dick’s car heading back to the 
launch. 

 
Queen Anne Canoe Launch (at river mile 53 counting up 
from the mouth) is an adjunct of the Patuxent River Park 
operated by the Prince George’s County Department of 
Parks and Recreation out of their HQ at Jug Bay.  Ac-
cess is gated and you can get permission (and the com-
bination) by calling the Park.  When we arrived, the other 
participants (Sue and Rich Stevens, Suzanne Farace, 
Jim Allen, Jen Bine, Yvonne Thayer) were packed and 
waiting.  Dick Rock, Dan Wells, Bela Mariassy, Al Larsen 
and I finished loading our boats and by 10 AM, we were 
launched from the floating dock and headed down the 
green tunnel of the river. 
 
The Patuxent is narrow and the current can be swift at 
the launch.  It is very difficult to believe that Queen Anne 
was the official port of embarkation for the Pax in 1706, 
with ocean going ships making their way this far up the 
river.  As the interior was settled and forests were cut for 
farm fields, silt clogged the once clear waters of the 
Patuxent and Queen Anne was gradually abandoned as 
a port.  The last ocean-going ship left Queen Anne in 
1790. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Heading down the Pax from Queen Anne Canoe Launch photo by Ralph Heimlich 



                      Chesapeake Paddler                                        June 2012 Page 2 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Ads dated 3 months before the date of 
this issue will be pulled unless a new 
request is received by the 15th of the 
month prior to the next issue. And if it 
has sold...tell us! 

 

Advertising Rates: 

We accept display advertising that 
relates to the interest of our readers. 
Monthly rates are as follows: 

   Size    cost  wide x deep (col) 

1/8 page  $20  2.4” x 3.5”   (1) 

1/4 page  $32  4.9” x 4.7”   (2) 

1/2 page  $50  7.5” x 4.7”   (3) 

Full page $80  7.5” x 9.75” (3) 

 

A 5% discount will be given for ads 
supplied as electronic files in 
acceptable formats (i.e. .tif, .gif, .jpeg, 
bit-map). Email or call for more 
information and for 10-month discount. 
See advertising contact in masthead.  

SCHEDULE FOR CHESAPEAKE PADDLER 

Chesapeake Paddler is published 10 times a year, with combination issues in 
November/December and January/February. The deadline for submitting copy is 
usually the 15th of the preceding month. Have an idea for an article, or is there 
information you would like to see in the newsletter? Email Ralph at 
news_editor@cpakayaker.com or call at 301-498-0722. 

THE CHESAPEAKE PADDLERS ASSOCIATION 
 

The mission of the Chesapeake Paddlers Association is to provide a way for 
people to enjoy sea kayaking within the Chesapeake Bay area and to promote 
safe sea kayaking practices through educating the local sea kayaking 
community and the interested public. 

Officers: 

Coordinator—Jay Gitomer, 410-687-6878, 

coordinator@cpakayaker.com 

Membership, subscriptions—Sue Stevens, 

410-531-5641, c/o CPA, PO Box 341 

Greenbelt, MD 20768, 
membership@cpakayaker.com 

Secretary—Sue Stevens, 410-531-5641  

secretary@cpakayaker.com 

Treasurer—Rich Stevens, 703-527-4882, 

treasurer@cpakayaker.com 

Steering Committee—

steering_committee@cpakayaker.com 

Jennifer Bine 703-533-2436 
Paula Hubbard 407-619-2896  
Maywin Liu 410-332-9375 
Catriona Miller 703-231-8161 
Rob Pearlman 202-458-5213 
Rick Wiebush 410-788-1241 
 
Webmaster/E-Mail List Administrator—Dave 

Biss, webmaster@cpakayaker.com 

Newsletter Team: 

Managing Editor/Layout—Ralph Heimlich, 301-
498-0722, news_editor@cpakayaker.com 

Mailing and Distribution—Mark Woodside, 301-
373-4561, news_distribution@cpakayaker.com 

Pirate Groups: 

Pier 7 Pirate Committee—Rich Stevens, 703-
527-4882, Béla Mariassy, Jenny Welker-Plummer 
and Greg Welker, 301-249-4895, Sue Stevens, 
410-531-5641, Brent Cogswell, 410-381-0037, 
pirates_pier7@cpakayaker.com 

Potomac Pirate King—Dick Rock, 703-780-6605 
pirates_potomac@cpakayaker.com 
 
 
 

Patuxent Pirate Queen—Jenny Plummer-Welker 
Pirate Captain, 410-535-2348/301-249-4895, 
pirates_patuxent@cpakayaker.com;      
 
Georgetown Pirate King— 
Peter Harris; 703-408-7812, 
pirates_georgetown@cpakayaker.com. 
 
Baltimore Pirate King—Dave Wilson, 443-562-

6156 , pirates_baltimore@cpakayaker.com 

Occoquan Pirate King—Jeff Walaszek, 703-
670-7712, Jim Zawlocki 703-378-7536 
pirates_occoquan@cpakayaker.com 

Sugarloaf Pirate King—Liz Marancik 301-221-
0572, Rita Scherping 240-731-9987, 
pirates_sugarloaf@cpakayaker.com 

Pirate Kings of the North—Bob Shakeshaft, 

410- 939-0269 pirates_north@cpakayaker.com 

Pirates of the James—Mary Larson, 804-316-
3432, Jon Phipard 804-334-3019 
pirates_james@cpakayaker.com 

Pirates of the Eastern Shore—Paula 
Hubbard,407-619-2896 
pirates_easternshore@cpakayaker.com 

MEMBERSHIP: Subscription to the Chesapeake 

Paddler is included with membership.  

NEW: Membership is now $10, $18, $27, 
$35, for 1, 2, 3, and 4 years. Send checks 

or changes of membership information to CPA, 
PO Box 341, Greenbelt, MD 20768. DO NOT 
send them to the newsletter editors.  

The Chesapeake Paddler is published monthly, 
except Nov-Feb and may be reprinted whole or in 
part if credit is given to this newsletter and any 
identified author (unless an article is specifically 
copyrighted), and a courtesy copy is sent to the 
Managing Editor. The download link or file for the 
electronic version of this newsletter may not be 
posted or forwarded to non-members without the 
express consent of the Coordinator or Managing 
Editor  

Gear Day and Fall-Out-of-Your-Boat-Day 2012, 

Truxtun Park photo by Ralph Heimlich 

2012 Assateague Backcountry Camper photo by Jim Zawlocki 

mailto:coordinator@cpakayaker.com
mailto:membership@cpakayaker.com
mailto:secretary@cpakayaker.com
mailto:treasurer@cpakayaker.com
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mailto:news_editor@cpakayaker.com
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mailto:pirates_pier7@cpakayaker.com
mailto:pirates_potomac@cpakayaker.com
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mailto:pirates_georgetown@cpakayaker.com.
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Bethel Bed & Breakfast 

7728 Main St. 

Bethel, DE  19931 

302-569-0960 

www.betheldelawarebedandbreakfast.com 

  

  

10% off for CPA 

Members ! 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

 

  

What’s in YOUR kayak? 
 

By Melissa Boyle 
 
I’m sure you’ve all seen ospreys while out paddling...but not like this! I was assisting a friend who is a bird bander with tagging some 
ospreys and we used the cockpit of my kayak as a mobile nest to transport the young to and from the shore where we put the bands 
on them. We waded/swam out to the nesting platform and climbed up a ladder to get the young birds out of the nest. You never know 
what kind of adventure you may have with a kayak!   

 

It smells like the sea...there MUST be a fish in here... 

And, as long as this is for the birds, what about Mary Larson’s turkey, 

who’s taken to nesting in Mary’s kayak. 

Melissa and the banded osprey chicks. 

"Canoe & Kayak Magazine is launching 
a  new program  to help unite and grow 
paddling clubs everywhere.  As an added 
benefit to membership in CPA, you are 
now eligible for a full  year  subscription 
for only$7.50- that's 64% off 6 tasty is-
sues of the world's best paddling.  And 
its 
only for CPA members.  Enter  the fol-

lowing URL (Please note there is no "www") 
Print : Paddleclub.canoekayakmag.com 
Online :  Paddleclubdigital.canoekaykmag.com 
 
Discount Code you need to submit : PADDLE 

http://www.betheldelawarebedandbreakfast.com
http://www.canoekayak.com/
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SK102 Feedback 

The following are selected comments from partici-
pants at SK102 in April: 

What a wonderful organization! Not only were the 
instructors knowledgeable, but they were patient with 
the unskilled kayakers and portrayed their knowledge 
in practical terms for others to understand. The dem-
onstrations by the instructors and volunteers helped 
to visualize what we should look like when we at-
tempted the task they demonstrated. All of the in-
structors, volunteers, and fellow campers (students) 
were extremely helpful, both on the Lake Anna wa-
ters and the camp grounds. 

Anyone who can volunteer to clean and scrub all the 
Port-a-Johnnies, ... every morning,.. has my total 
respect -> Steve Bethke! 

Which class did you enjoy or learn the most 

from? 

Wet exit. I never fell out of my kayak before. On Sun-
day someone helped me practice re-entry. 

 

Block 3 Rescues... I had never had any real instruction or practice. I really needed that class. 

I am trying to learn Greenland paddling and had no guidance prior to the class. For this reason I learned the most from this class and 
felt confident I had a knowledgeable capable and pleasant instructor. 

I did not attend any classes on Sunday, although I originally intended to attend Yoga, Knot tying and kayak camping. Instead, I took 
the time to "try out" other people's kayaks as Brian strongly suggested that I try as many kayaks as possible at SK`102 and talk to the 
owners to see what they liked about their boat before making my first purchase. Fellow kayakers were very gracious in allowing me to 
experience their kayak, while knowing I was in the experimental stage of purchasing my first kayak. Although I missed my planned 
classes, I am thankful for the the opportunity offered to me by others to paddle their boats and I am now ready and excited to pur-
chase my first kayak. : ) 

As a SK102 four-timer what I've noticed over the years is that instructors teach the same material differently. This is a good thing. The 
differences in techniques and terms used by one instructor complement the others. The end result is that the student advances his/
her skill. 

What was your favorite activity at SK102? 

1. They were all good, but the barbecue was very good.     
2.  I really did LOVE the Friday night paddle, magical after a workday! (Multiple responses) 
3.  Spending time with other paddlers    (Multiple responses 
4.  The entire experience was very pleasant and enjoyable. I will rate both classes as my favorite activity on the basis that they could 
 stand alone as making the overall experience worthwhile.     
5.   Talking with the experts, enjoying their encouragement and collegiality. 
6.  Seeing the many styles of kayak, talking to everyone, comradeship but most of all the expertise so freely shared.     
7.  Everything about SK102 is wonderful. As an advanced beginner, I particularly value the training that improves my skills. 
8.   Paddling along the lake, getting the feel of my kayak and the water. As a beginner, I felt empowered!! 
 

What other classes or activities would you like to see? 

A Sunday group paddle 

An advanced class on Greenland techniques.  

I think the flair demonstration could be promoted and perhaps expanded to capitalize on it's potential as a training experience. 

[A few basically asked for SK101] 

Perhaps you could add a trip planning class. Kind of a preview of the CPA Trip Leader course. Helpful hints for individuals planning 
peer paddles. 

Would have loved to take Tom Noffsinger's class (Life on the Edge) on Saturday. Sounded a bit like a more advanced version of the 
Strokes Improvement, which would have been great. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Composite photograph taken at night at Lake Anna by award-winning photographer 

(and CPA member), Frank Day.  
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it would be cool to do a longer navigation and actually paddle a circuit using a compass--AND a GPS--maybe there was such a 
class, it just wasn't my first priority at the time. 

"Adapting your boat to YOU ! Hardware modification of a Sea Kayak." 

Navigation on the water. 

Please add any other comments or suggestions  

I can't get over the dedication and accomplishments of CPA. 

Thank you for a memorable experience to become a safer paddler, the opportunity to improve my paddle skills and learn new tech-
niques, and the relaxed atmosphere provided to mingle with new paddle friends ! Fun! 

During the registration process, we should have the people to register for a duty ie cleaning up after dinner, bring the food out. Make 
people participate and feel like this is their organization instead of just having the same people run everything all the time. 

There is plenty of parking space - however consider reserving the flat terrain for folks sleeping in their vehicles. Ask those with 4x4's 
if they would not object to parking on the steepest terrain. I really was reluctant to write this.  

Why not post first and last names of students. It would facilitate communication during and between class. 

Please add a "sponge" to the Items to Bring list. It would have been very helpful to have after bringing the kayak up after the wet ex-
its and rescues.  

 

 

SK102 (Continued from page 4) 

Images of SK102 by DJ Manalo—see https://picasaweb.google.com/107314129921523152700/SK1022012# 

https://picasaweb.google.com/107314129921523152700/SK1022012
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The Lower Patuxent is a tidal river, and the tides begin to be 
felt just below the launch at Queen Anne.  We arranged our 
paddle for a time of year when high tides occur at about 8 
AM (daylight saving time).  This allowed us to catch the fal-
ling tide, and with the addition of the downstream current, we 
made good time along the green, forested banks.  We 
passed Spyglass Island, Scorpion Creek, and the Back 
Channel (which was formerly the main channel of the Pax), 
all important sites in Commodore Barney’s gunboat resis-
tance to the British invasion of the river exactly 198 years 
ago (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joshua_Barney ).  The 
Patuxent was thrust into prominence because the British 
fleet dared not risk the heated shot fired from Fort Washing-
ton on the Potomac.  The Pax offered them an end run, land-
ing troops along the river that marched overland to Washing-
ton. 
 
We saw few boats of any kind until we reached the Route 4 
(Hills) bridge.  The Friday commuters were gone by now, 
and nobody was fishing off the platform beneath the bridge 
except the occasional Great Blue Heron.  We passed Pig 
Point (http://archaeologynewsnetwork.blogspot.com/2011/04/amazing-artifacts-unearthed-at-pig.html#.T_OBmvWDl8F ), a site con-
tinuously inhabited for at least 10,000 years, with carbon dated artifacts from 8500 B.C., and longhouse postholes dating from the 3rd 
century.  As little remains of their civilization as will likely remain of ours in 10,000 years. 
 
We pulled into another formidable and long-occupied site for lunch at Mount Calvert (river mile 44), just up the mouth of Western 
Branch (further up which is another paddle-in campsite).  Mount Calvert is all that remains of another bustling colonial town estab-
lished in 1684 (see http://www.pgparks.com/Things_To_Do/Nature/Mount_Calvert_Historical_and_Archaeological_Park.htm ).  The 
house, built originally in the 1780s and added to in the 19th century, was substantially damaged in last year’s earthquake and is under-
going extensive renovations.   We lunched in the shade of large old trees down at the floating dock, then packed up and headed 
downriver again. 
 

In the heat of the day, with the tide slackening, we paddled 
across the bronze-hot waters as the Pax spread out into 
mud and marsh.  Past Jackson Landing (Jug Bay), Selby 
Landing, and the mouth of Mattaponi Creek (river mile 40.5) 
up which is located another paddle-in campsite).  We pad-
dled along what was once the waterfront of yet another 
Patuxent town abandoned as the river silted in.  Nottingham 
(river mile 37) is one of the forgotten towns in Donald Shom-
ette’s book  (see http://www.amazon.com/Towns-Tidewater-
Maryland-Donald-
Shomette/dp/0870335278/ref=pd_sim_b_2 ).  As we 
rounded a bend at Ferry Landing on the Calvert County 
side, we left all development behind and gratefully paddled 
into the mouth of Spice Creek for our nights campsite. 
 
Spice Creek (at river mile 35) is the least developed of all 
the paddle-in sites, with no development visible from the 
campsite at all.  You might as well be 1,000 miles from any-
where, instead of nearly at the heart of the Washington 
metro area.  Paddle-in campsites are clearly marked with a 
large metal sign indicating their name and location in river 
miles.  They are generally equipped with a fire ring, picnic 
table and often a porta-potty.  There is limited space for 
tents in some sites, so keep the numbers in your party 

down (10 or less).   We put up a group tarp over the table in view of the forecast thunderstorm, quickly pitched our camp, took a quick 
refreshing dip in the creek, and started on the evening meal.   
 
CPA teaches kayak safety and rescues, and we’ve even had a wilderness first aid course, but little did we realize that boiling water 
would be the main hazard on this trip.  Al Larsen suffered 2nd degree burns in a very sensitive location as someone else's (guilty party 
unnamed, pursuant to the "witless" protection program) pot of boiling water slid off the stove and table and nearly landed in his lap.  

Pax (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Campsite at Spice Creek photo by Suzanne Farace 

Lunch stop at Mount Calvert photo by Dan Wells 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joshua_Barney
http://archaeologynewsnetwork.blogspot.com/2011/04/amazing-artifacts-unearthed-at-pig.html#.T_OBmvWDl8F
http://www.pgparks.com/Things_To_Do/Nature/Mount_Calvert_Historical_and_Archaeological_Park.htm
http://www.amazon.com/Towns-Tidewater-Maryland-Donald-Shomette/dp/0870335278/ref=pd_sim_b_2
http://www.amazon.com/Towns-Tidewater-Maryland-Donald-Shomette/dp/0870335278/ref=pd_sim_b_2
http://www.amazon.com/Towns-Tidewater-Maryland-Donald-Shomette/dp/0870335278/ref=pd_sim_b_2
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CPA Schedules Beginner Paddles For the Year 

By Maywin Liu 

For those new to kayaking or looking for leisurely trips, CPA is introducing a new Beginner Paddler Series.  Note:  If you are interested 
in going on one of these trips, contact the trip leader (contact info on the calendar, link below) at least two weeks before the trip.  Sev-
eral of these have been cancelled due to apparent lack of interest, only to have people call a day or two before the trip to be disap-
pointed.  

 Participants will be led on trips of 3-8 miles in scenic locations from peaceful lakes and reservoirs to Eastern Neck on the Bay to rivers 
and estuaries along the Eastern and Western shores of the Bay.  The Series will run from May through October.  Some of the trips 
launch from sites that offer rentals if you have not yet purchased a kayak.  Many of the trips are combined with special features such as 
kayak nature photography, a Gear Day lunch stop, historical guides, and lotus blossoms and fall colors viewing.   For those who have 
not done a wet exit or are not comfortable with rescues, most trips will offer the opportunity to practice.  Have fun kayaking while im-
proving your skills and confidence with friendly, experienced paddlers who enjoy sharing their love of the sport.  For those looking to 
purchase or upgrade their kayaks, this is a good opportunity to compare the performance of different kayaks and possibly try out a 
few.   

 

Please consult the CPA calendar for details of this Series and for all the other trips and events scheduled.   

 

 

 

Date Location   County 
Estimated 
Distance  Trip Leader/Contact Notes 

29-Jul 
Turner Creek Lotus viewing & Mt 
Harmon Kent Co 8 Ralph Heimich 

* crossing 
Sassafras   

4-Aug Tridelphia Lake   Mont. Co 6 John Garon /Sue & Rich Stevens  

11-Aug Mattawoman Creek lotus viewing  Charles Co  Mike Cohn  
* not posted 
per Mike 

12-Aug Jug Bay  to Mt Calvert Historic Manor PG CO 8 Jenny Plummer-Welker  & Greg Welker  

20-Oct Fountainhead Park & the Occoquan VA 4 Jeff Walascek / Jim Zawlocki  

21-Oct Upper Chester River Landing  Kent Co 8 Ralph Heimlich   

Sea Nettle (Jelly Fish) Predictions for the Chesapeake Bay 

The jellyfish often encountered in the Chesapeake Bay in the summer is the sea nettle Chrysaora quinquecirrha. Chrysaora quin-
quecirrha is white and occurs most abundantly in the tributaries of the middle Bay, where salinities range from 10 to 20 parts per 
thousand (ppt). In the southern Bay, it often has red/maroon markings on the long central tentacles and on the swimming bell. C. 
quinquecirrha occurs from Cape Cod south along the U.S. East Coast, Caribbean, and Gulf of Mexico; it abounds in the Chesa-
peake Bay in numbers unequaled elsewhere. Knowing where and when to expect 
this biotic nuisance may help to alleviate an unpleasant encounter. These near-
real-time maps of sea nettle distribution are experimental products.  See the inter-
active map at http://chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/forecasting-sea-nettles/ before you 
go out rolling.  You can also check sea nettle numbers at the Chesapeake Bay 
Interpretive Buoy System.  CBIBS now provides “Sea Nettle Probability” as a pa-
rameter tracked at each of the buoys. Just click on the buoy you want the informa-

tion for via the Locations section and scroll 
down to the data. The buoys do not actu-
ally count sea nettles; instead, data ob-
served at each buoy—water temperature 
and salinity—is fed into an equation that 
determines the likelihood that sea nettles 
are present at that point in the Bay. For 
several years, the NOAA Chesapeake 
Bay Office has hosted a sea nettle prob-
ability site, based on the same equation, 
which uses data obtained by NOAA satel-
lites. 

http://www.cpakayaker.com/index.php?page=calendar
http://chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/forecasting-sea-nettles/
http://buoybay.noaa.gov/locations.html
http://www.chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/forecasting-sea-nettles
http://www.chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/forecasting-sea-nettles
http://www.chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/products/habitat-model-for-sea-nettle-project
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Some say it was justice for the quality of puns Al subjected us to, but most of us thought there must have been a Native American 
village torched near the site and a vengeful poltergeist because the same stove had a second boiling water melt down shortly after the 
first.  Thanks to the Wilderness First Aid class, Jen had her Red Cross kit and quickly  administered ice (giving up cooling our white 
wine, no less!) and first aid. We ate and had a brief, refreshing shower accompanied by rumbles of thunder and flashes of lightening in 
the distance.  The storm, such as it was, only served to leach the humidity from the air and cool us down.  The temperatures moder-
ated, but the chorus of frogs and cicadas tuned up as we settled in for a restful night. 
 
Dawn came early and we were up and packing to catch the outgoing tide for our second day.  We breakfasted quickly (taking care 
NOT to sit near the boiling pots), and were packed up and on the water by 7:30 AM.  The weather was clear, but cooler than Friday as 
we paddled away from Spice Creek, rounded Sneaking Point and Sycamore Landing and passed the last official port of entry on the 
Pax at Lower Marlboro (river mile 32).  This town was more substantial and longer-lasting than its predecessors upriver, and has 
many historic buildings on display (see http://calvert-county.com/communities/lowermarlboro/lowermarlboro.html ).  We cruised by on 
the onrushing tide, passed Magruder landing and the Clyde Watson boat ramp (a good launch and shuttle point), and the Milltown 
Landing paddle-in site at river mile 30.  We pulled into Kings Landing Park on the Calvert side (river mile 29) to top up our water sup-
plies, giving the early Saturday fishermen a show as 10 boats cruised up to the beach. 
 
As we pulled out of Kings Landing, we could clearly see the tall stacks of the Chalk Point power plant 6 miles downriver, marking our 
day’s destination.  The Pax broadens out to a true estuary below Kings Landing.  With the tide, we made good time, as the stacks 
grew larger and larger in our sight.  We pulled into Swanson Creek and called up Rich Stevens, our scout, who always seems to pad-
dle ahead of the group.  He’d located the Maxwell Hall campsite and we zeroed in on his boat and waving signal.  In previous years 
trips, we had camped at “unofficial” sites along the creek since the map has the campsite incorrectly located.  The “official” site is a 
locust-shaded point 0.6 miles west of Chalk Point (N38 32.352 W76 41.645) with a loop of the equestrian trail circling it and many small 

tent sites cut out like cul-de sacs.  This site is maintained by the Charles County Parks and Recreation and lacks a porta-potty, but is 
spacious, breezy and very attractive.  It is also directly across from the Chalk Point power plant, but the steady drone of the plant soon 
drops into the background (except for random PA outbursts in the early morning shift changes). 

 
Some (Rich, Al, Dan) wanted to explore up Swanson Creek while 
others opted to go “hippo” in the creek waters.  Later, we hiked up 
the equestrian trail and up and over some very strenuous hills and 
valleys (the horses must get their exercise).  After dinner (no addi-
tional boiling over), we settled in for another peaceful night on the 
river. 
 
We were up early again and got our act sufficiently together to be 
on the water by a little after 8 AM.  Today would be our longest leg 
(20 miles) on the biggest waters of the trip, so we needed an early 
start.  We passed the second of three bridges across the Pax at 
Benedict and Hallowing Point (Rt. 231, river mile 21) and crossed 
to the Calvert County (east) side of the river to ride the current 
down.  As we passed the mouth of Battle Creek (where Commo-
dore Barney’s battle with the British DID NOT take place) we did a 
little cut off at Jack Bay Marsh to avoid going around, then veered 
west to round the outjutting tip of Broomes Island, where MD 
Senator Bernie Fowler formerly did his annual “white sneaker” 
water quality test (see 
http://somd.com/news/headlines/2011/13877.shtml ).  Boat traffic 
on this Sunday morning was picking up, and we kept our eyes 
peeled and tried to group up to present a more united front for the 

boaters. 
 
Our lunch stop was at Jefferson Patterson Park’s new kayak beach, behind the turtle breakwaters at river mile 10.  This park, located 
at the mouth of Saint Leonard Creek (where Commodore Barney’s battle DID take place) has good facilities, lots of interesting pro-
grams, an excellent museum, and houses the Maryland Archaeological Conservation laboratory, a world-class marine conservation 
facility (see http://www.jefpat.org/ ).  Pressed for time on our long paddling day, we ate and used the porta potty, but didn’t have time 
for the considerable hike to the museum, and so launched again. 
 
 We steered for the middle of the river, despite the now larger number of boats out on this sunny Sunday.  We were aiming to hit the 
beach at the Solomons Naval Recreation Center on Point Patience a little south of the fishing pier to set up for rounding the point.  
John Smith noted that 
 

"The fifth river is called Patuxent, of a less proportion than the rest but the channel is 16 fathoms deep in some places. Here 
are infinite skulls [schools] of divers kinds of fish more than elsewhere"- Captain John Smith, 1612 
(see http://johnsmith.psu.edu/code/ExhibitDB.aspx?s=8 ) 

Pax (Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 9) 

On the equestrian trail at Maxwell Hall photo by Ralph Heimlich 

http://calvert-county.com/communities/lowermarlboro/lowermarlboro.html
http://somd.com/news/headlines/2011/13877.shtml
http://www.jefpat.org/
http://johnsmith.psu.edu/code/ExhibitDB.aspx?s=8


                      Chesapeake Paddler                                        June 2012 Page 9 

 

 

 

But he was a little off—the river is as much as 104 feet deep off Point Patience.  
Navigation is a bit tricky because the deep water is less than 20 yards off the end 
of the point, so you can have one paddle resting on a sandy beach and the other 
nearly touching large cabin cruisers rounding the red channel marker.  If two or 
more are in train rounding the point, their wakes can create 3 foot rollers that can 
carry you up on the beach.   A good place to stay alert and paddle with purpose.  
 
Once around Point Patience, we approached the third bridge of our trip, the Gover-
nor Thomas Johnson (Rt. 4/2) Bridge soars 135 feet over the channel to admit 
Navy ships.  There is a public boat ramp under the bridge at the Calvert (north) 
end, so kayakers need to keep watch for power boats entering and leaving across 
the channel.  Just as we were passing under the bridge, the historic oyster buy 
boat Wm. B. Tennison, built in 1899 did her turn taking passengers from the Cal-
vert Marine Museum out to Drum Point and along the Solomons Island waterfront 
(see  http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/exhibits/tennison-history.php ).  We 
took pictures of the Tennison, and her passengers snapped pics of kayakers pad-
dling with “sticks”.   
 
We pulled up to a busy beach, packed with waders, paddle boarders, and one lady 
landing a sea kayak (turned out, she was a CPA member, too).  Sue Stevens was 
there (as were our three parked cars), and Dan called on his wife and kids to come 
down.  Soon we had all the gear out of the boats, boats loaded, and even sluiced 
down from the Sun shower stowed in my pickup bed to warm (thanks for the tip 
Greg W.).  Car shuttles packed up and headed up the long drive back to Queen 
Anne to retrieve our cars.  Fifty miles on the road was a lot less eventful (and less 
fun) than 50 miles on the Patuxent, from Queen Anne to Solomons Island.  
 
If you go, consult the excellent Patuxent River Water Trail Guide (see 
http://shopdnr.com/patuxentriverwatertrailguide.aspx ) compiled by CPA member 
David Linthicum.  See http://bayweekly.com/old-site/year10/issue_25/lead_1.html . 
Also, check the Patuxent Water Trail website at http://www.patuxentwatertrail.org/ . 
 
 
 
 

Pax (Continued from page 8) 

Wm. B. Tennison under the Governor Thomas 
Johnson Bridge, Solomons Island photo by Dan 

Wells 

Patuxent GPS track, days 1 (green 17.9 statute miles), 2 (yellow 13.9 miles) and 3 (pale yellow 22.6 miles) GPS track by Rich Ste-

vens 

http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/exhibits/tennison-history.php
http://shopdnr.com/patuxentriverwatertrailguide.aspx
http://bayweekly.com/old-site/year10/issue_25/lead_1.html
http://www.patuxentwatertrail.org/
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The Chesapeake Paddler 

Chesapeake Paddlers Association, Inc. 

PO Box 341 

Greenbelt, MD 20768-0341 

REMINDER: Please check your mailing label for your membership expiration 
date. if you receive the newsletter electronically, you will receive an e-mail 
reminder prior to your membership expiring. If your CPA membership has 
expired, or will expire soon, please send in your dues.  SEE BOX ON PAGE 
2 FOR ADDRESS. 

Sue and Rich Stevens paddle among the Tall Ships in the Star Spangled Celebration photo by 

Aht Viravaidya 


