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G 
reetings fellow paddlers, I hope your paddling season has 

been a good one and will continue into November. Fall is my 

favorite time to paddle (except for the shortened days) 

because the weather is a little cooler, fall colors adorn the shoreline, 

and the summer crowds are mostly gone. I usually plan a kayak or 

canoe camper for this time of year, but my initiative has run dry the 

last few years. One of my bucket list paddles is the Pictured Rocks 

National Park on the southern shore of Lake Superior on Michigan’s 

upper peninsula. Recently a 200-foot-high section of Pictured Rocks 

sandstone cliffs gave way very close to a group of kayakers, with one 

report indicating they were as close as 50 feet - cool to see, but way 

too close for comfort.  Pictured Rocks has a series of sea caves and 

sandstone cliffs that line the shore for 42 miles.  Along the eastern half 

there are a few widely spaced sand beaches you can land  with plenty 

of campsites, but the western 15 miles has only a few rocky beaches. 

If you ever consider  paddling this stretch, I recommend a good chart 

so you can plan an exit when the weather turns bad.  Notice I said 

"when," not "if," since my experience tells me it will change 

frequently.  

Several years ago, I paddled the Sand River in Lake Superior Provincial 

Park on the northeast shore of the largest Great Lake.  It was the last 

week of September into the first week of October, so the weather 

changed from one extreme to the other several times a day. The trip 

had 29 portages.  I can remember starting each portage with either a T

-shirt or a sweater under rain gear and wishing I had the opposite on 

by the time the portage was complete. When we started the trip, the 

last of fall colors were clinging to the trees, but by the time we left the 

park, I noticed the trees were mostly bare and ice was forming on 

small ponds.  The Sand River trip started as a series of lake-to-lake 

portages with several waterfalls and un-runnable rapids before we 

reached the river itself. The second highest waterfall in Ontario, Lady 

Evelyn Falls, was one of the falls we had to portage. The trip ended at 

the top of a 2.5-mile cascading waterfall that plunges into Lake 

Superior. There are two routes you can follow on this trip, either the 

Old Woman route or the Agawa Canyon 

route.  Because an outfitter told us that, 

due to low water levels, the Agawa 

Route would be a wet hike instead of a 

paddle, we chose the Old Woman route. 

The Agawa route is accessed via a train 

that runs daily.  It hauls your boat, gear 

and person to any spot along the route; 

when you want them to stop, you pull 

the cord. The Old Woman route starts 

from Mingy Lake (Mijiinemungshing 

Lake) via Old Woman, Hard Time and Wildcat Lakes before finally 

reaching the Sand River. The scenery with plenty of wildlife is 

beyond excellent. We did not fish, but I was told the trout fishing is 

excellent. Despite being  one of the hardest trips I ever did, it was 

also one of the most satisfying. 

Sea kayaking along the rugged shoreline of Lake Superior Provincial 

Park is excellent but requires the same precautions for weather and 

limited places to land. Some of the wildlife you can expect are black 

bears and moose and, if you are extremely lucky, caribou and 

wolves. On one car camping trip in the park, I encountered six black 

bears over a three-day period. I once visited the park in early April to 

do some hiking.  It was a warm, sunny day but it had snowed over a 

foot overnight, so we had clumps of snow falling on us as we hiked 

and the waterfalls were overflowing.  

The CPA annual meeting and elections are coming soon. If you would 

like to run for office or nominate someone, now is the time. 

Nominations are open during the month of September followed by 

elections, which take place in October online or at the annual 

meeting November 3rd , where paper ballots are counted and the 

newly elected officers are announced. We are in the process of 

securing the Howard Duckett Center in Laurel for the meeting with a 

morning paddle on the Rocky Gorge Reservoir.  

CPA opens nominations for officers, seeks editors 

Incumbents intend to return, but challengers are invited. Be the change. 

Continued on page 3 
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THE CHESAPEAKE PADDLER 

     The Chesapeake Paddler is published 10 times a year, with 

combination issues in Nov/Dec and Jan/Feb. The deadline for 

submitting copy is the 15th of the preceding month. Articles and 

illustrations (graphics, photos) should be submitted as separate 

attachments to: news_editor@cpakayaker.com 

 The newsletter may be reprinted whole or in part if credit is given 

to this newsletter and any identified author (unless an article is 

specifically copyrighted), and a courtesy copy is sent to the Editor. 

The download link or file for the electronic version of this newsletter 

may not be posted or forwarded to non-members without the 

express consent of the Coordinator or Editor. 

THE CHESAPEAKE PADDLERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
The mission of the Chesapeake Paddlers Association is to provide a way for people to enjoy sea kayaking within the 

Chesapeake Bay area and to promote safe sea kayaking practices through educating the local sea kayaking 

community.and the interested public. 

Officers 
Coordinator coordinator@cpakayaker.com 

 Bill Smith  407-489-7191      

Membership, subscriptions membership@cpakayaker.com 

 Sue Stevens   410-531-5641                                                      
c/o CPA, P.O. Box 341, Greenbelt, MD 20768   

Secretary—Sue Stevens                secretary@cpakayaker.com 

Treasurer—Rich Stevens   treasurer@cpakayaker.com 

Steering Committee steering_committee@cpakayaker.com 

    Shelly Wiechelt 
    Katherine Neale 
    Lisa Arrasmith 
 Ralph Heimlich 240-472-8825 
 Paula Hubbard  407-619-2896   
 Chip Walsh 
Librarian - John Gibbs 703-922-7686  nanteet@aol.com  

  Library 

Gear Volunteer Gear Page 

 Marla Aron  

Webmaster/E-Mail List Administrators 

    Paula Hubbard , Catriona Miller  webmaster@cpakayaker.com 
      Ralph Heimlich 
 Rich Stevens  
        
Newsletter Team: news_editor@cpakayaker.com 

    Co-Editors— Elizabeth Boyd & Lois Wyatt 

    Paddler Profiles - Bob Browning    410-661-6725  
Mailing and Distribution Sue Stevens (digital)  

  Jenny Plummer-Welker (hardcopy) 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Advertising Rates: 

We accept display advertising that relates to the interest of our readers. Monthly 
rates are as follows: 

             size              cost   dimensions  (col) 

               1/8 page   $20   2.4” x 3.5”    (1) 

               1/4 page   $32   4.9” x 4.7”    (2) 

               1/2 page   $50   7.5” x 4.7”    (3) 

               Full page  $80   7.5” x 9.75”  (3)   

      

    A 5% discount will be given for ads supplied as electronic files in acceptable 
formats (i.e., .tif, .gif, .jpeg, bit-map). Email or call for more information and for 10-
month discount. See advertising contact in masthead.  

     Public service announcements and personal ads to sell kayaks/ accessories are 
printed at no charge; non-members pay $10 for 3 months. Ads dated three months 
before the date of this issue will be pulled unless a new request is received by the 
15th of the month prior to the next issue. And if it has sold...tell us! 

Pirate Groups 
Pirates of Algonkian pirates_algonkian@cpakayaker.com 

    James Higgins 571-659-3319 
Pirates of Arundell  pirates_pier7@cpakayaker.com             

 Rich Stevens   

 Béla Máriássy       410-507-4972  

 Greg Welker  301-249-4895 

 Sue Stevens  410-531-5641 

Pirates of Baltimore pirates_baltimore@cpakayaker.com 

    Jean Wunder 410-949-4416  

 Suzanne Farace 

    Bob Shakeshaft  410-939-0269 

Pirates of the Eastern Shore pirates_easternshore@cpakayaker.com 

 VACANT — PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING 

Pirates of Georgetown pirates_georgetown@cpakayaker.com 

 Jesse Aronson  571-969-1539 

 Tom Heneghan  571-969-1866 

 Rob Pearlman  240-688-6340 

 Larry Ichter  703-915-7446  

Pirates of the North pirates_north@cpakayaker.com 

 Bob Shakeshaft  410-939-0269 

    Gary Foster 

    Joan Sweet 

    Jerry Sweet      

Pirates of Occoquan  pirates_occoquan@cpakayaker.com 

 Jim Zawlocki  703-378-7536  

Pirates of Patuxent pirates_patuxent@cpakayaker.com      

 Jenny Plummer-Welker    301-249-4895 

 Don Polakovics 301-247-8133  

Pirates of Potomac pirates_potomac@cpakayaker.com 

   John Gibbs 

      Bob Maynes rwmaynes@mindspring.com 

  703-527-5299 

  703-582-4137 cell 

Pirates of Sugarloaf  pirates_sugarloaf@cpakayaker.com 

 VACANT— PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING 
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Upcoming Events. For the most up-to-date listings, visit the CPA Meetup Calendar 

Date Event Summary 

Sun, Sep 15 Islands of the Potomac Tour 8:30-12:30, Adv Beg, explore St Margaret, St Catherine  & Bullock on 
lower Potomac 

Tu-Th 9/17-19 area piracies check CPA & Meetup calendar for details 

F-M, 9/20-23 St Jerome's Creek Car Camper 7 pm 9/20-9 pm 9/23, car camping at Buzz's Marina,  explore St Je-
rome's, Smith, and Jutland Creeks 

Sat, Sep 21 KIP 2019, 14th Annual series, final 6 am-8 pm, around Kent Is, culmination of 2019 season of conditioning 

Tu-Th 9/24-26 area piracies check CPA & Meetup calendar for details 

Sat, Sep 28 Circumnavigate Wye Island 10 am-3 pm, Adv Beg, 13.6 mi 

Su 9/29-Fr 10/4 Kayak Camping Adirondacks 7 pm 9/29-9 pm 10/4, kayak camping w 2 base camps on Weller Pond 
& Lower Saranac Lake 

Tu-Th 10/1-3 area piracies check CPA & Meetup calendar for details 

Sa-Sa, 10/5-12 Sail Angels at Cedar Island, NC, non-
CPA event 

10/5 noon-10/12 noon, canoe & kayak sailing, Cedar Is, NC 

W-Th 10/9-10 area piracies check CPA & Meetup calendars for details 

W-Th 10/16-17 area piracies check CPA & Meetup calendars for details 

W-Th 10/23-24 area piracies check CPA & Meetup calendars for details 

W-Th 10/30-31 area piracies check CPA & Meetup calendars for details 

Th-Tu, 11/7-12 "Chickahominy Camper" at Chippokes 
Plantation SP, VA 

11/7, 7 pm-11/12 9 pm, traditional Veteran's Day weekend camping, 
this year on south shore of James R 

The officer positions are as follows: 

 Coordinator 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 Steering Committee (six members)  

All incumbents are standing for reelection, but challengers are 

welcomed, so if you would like to run for office or nominate someone, 

please submit your nominations to me before the October 1 deadline.  

We are also seeking editorial and desktop design assistance to insure 

continuation of this newsletter. If you value The Chesapeake Paddler 

and possess these skills, please consider joining the editorial team. 

Contact Lois Wyatt or Beth Boyd news_editor@cpakayaker.com. 

Whether in far-off places or closer to home, I hope you enjoy some 

fall paddling.  I hope to see you all on the water and at the annual 

meeting November 3rd .    

~ Bill Smith 

 

Continued from page 1 
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The Chesapeake Paddler 

Chesapeake Paddlers Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 341 

Greenbelt, MD 20768-0341 

REMINDER: Please check your mailing label for your membership expiration date.  

If you receive the newsletter electronically, you will receive an e-mail reminder 

prior to your membership expiring; please notify the Secretary for changes to 

your email address. If your CPA membership has expired, or will expire soon, 

please send in your dues.  SEE BOX ON PAGE 2 FOR ADDRESS. 

Launch of the Month: George Washington Birthplace NP 

These are taken from the Chesapeake Bay Access and Paddle-in Campsite Map, which is part of the CPA website. You can enter 

either the location or street address to find them in Google Maps.  Try them out, and look for more in each issue of the news-

letter.  ~ Ralph Heimlich 

 

Lat 38.20039 

Long -76.9214 

Address 

530 Bridges Creek Rd, Colonial Beach, VA 
22443 

Type Beach 

Parking Small 

Restroom No 

Fee  

Ownership National Park Service 

County Stafford 

State Virginia 

Water Body Potomac River 

Comments 

https://www.nps.gov/gewa/planyourvisit/

index.htm 

http://www.cpakayaker.com/chesapeake-bay-access-and-paddle-in-campsite-map/
https://www.nps.gov/gewa/planyourvisit/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gewa/planyourvisit/index.htm

